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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10, 11, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Maughan 3,929,536. See column 1 , lines 58-63, column 2, lines 28-59, 
column 3, lines 5-24 and Figure 5. The term "rigid" in claims 1 and 10 is a relative term 
and, as such, does not define over the reference's article since any solid material may 
be considered rigid to a degree. Furthermore, the reference's article is considered to be 
rigid to a degree in a direction parallel to the longitudinal axis of the post. Concerning 
claim 4, the two plastic layers in the reference may be ultrasonically sealed at a seam. 
This inherently requires that the two plastic layers overlap since ultrasonically sealing 
two materials requires that they overlap. Regarding the presence of a paper label layer 
in the protector (claims 8, 10 and 11), one of the outer paper layers in the reference's 
article may be considered a paper label layer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5, 9 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Maughan. The reference discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed, namely an elongated L-shaped corner protector comprising a plurality of paper 
layers and a layer of plastic over the paper layers; see column 1 , lines 58-63, column 2, 
lines 28-59, column 3, lines 5-24 and Figure 5. However, it does not disclose a seam of 
the two plastic materials at the apex of the protector or a paper layer that overwraps the 
edges of the protector. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
position the seam of the two plastic layers in the article of reference in any position, 
such as at the apex of the legs, since the shifting of the location of parts is well within 
the purview of one of ordinary skill in the art; see for example In re Japikse 86 USPQ 70 
(CCPA 195). Regarding the addition of another paper layer that overlaps the edges of 
the protector under the plastic layer, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to add such a layer if more structural integrity in the protector was desired. 

5. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicant's acknowledged state of the art in view of Maughan. The primary reference 
discloses the invention substantially as claimed, namely an elongated L-shaped corner 
protector comprising a plurality of paper layers; see page 1 , lines 9-15, of the instant 
specification. However, it does not disclose the placement of a plastic layer over the 
protector. The secondary reference discloses covering paper corner protectors with 
plastic layers in order to provide water resistance; see the Abstract. It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the corner protector of the primary 
reference with a plastic cover in view of the teachings in the secondary reference in 
order to provide water resistance the corner protector. Concerning claims 5 and 14, the 
secondary reference discloses a seam of two plastic cover layers at an edge of the 
protector. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to position the 
seam of the two plastic cover layers in any position, such as at the apex of the legs, 
since the shifting of the location of parts is well within the purview of one of ordinary skill 
in the art; see for example In re Japikse 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 195). Regarding the 
addition of another paper layer that overlaps the edges of the protector under the plastic 
layer, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add such a layer to 
the protector of the primary reference if more structural integrity in the protector was 
desired. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Thomas whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1502. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-4:00 M-THUR. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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